can be other than far-reaching. The man who has
not shrunk from dishonouring his ancestors has often
recoiled from the prospect of bringing infamy upon
his children. In proportion as the family bonds arc
weakened, as the tie uniting husband and wife is
more and more capricious, as the relations ot the
children to the parent become more and more tem-
porary, will the religion of household life gradually
disappear. Certain imperishable instincts will main-
tain the semblance of the old relations, and it need
not be apprehended that any large portion of society
will either decline upon concubinage, or abandon
children generally to the care of the State. What
we have rather to look forward to is a state of things
in which marriages will be contracted without reflec-
tion, and broken up without scruple, in which children
will be cared for when they are young with, it may
be, even more tenderness than of old, but with
incomparably less anxiety to fit them for the moral
obligations of life, and in which the claim of parents
to be obeyed will cease with the children's need of
support. Family life will be a gracious and decorative
incident in the system of such a society ; but the
family, as a constituent part of the State, as the
matrix in which character is moulded, will lose its
importance as the clan and the city have done.

The relations of master and servant, of master
and apprentice, of employer and employed, have in
past time presented what we may call bastard forms
of family life, and which have been recognised as
such by custom and law. One of them, the relation
of master and apprentice, has long ago been shorn
of its old significance. The others are being unavoid-
ably changed. As large establishments are super-